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Artist: Lincoln Austin

Architect: Donovan Hill
Photograph: Shantanu Starick
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Architect: Donovan Hill
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Taking Queensland’s design attitude to the world.



Message from the Premier of Queensland

HEAT continues to be a showcase of some of
Queensland’s most exciting architectural projects.

Since the Queensland Government launched the
HEAT initiative at the Venice Architecture Biennale in 2008,
Queensland’s architects have been turning heads around
the world. Their work ethic, openness to collaboration and
thoughtful, sustainable, approach to architecture is placing
them in high demand internationally to create inspired
design solutions for better cities and better lives.

The HEAT campaign marked the first time a
Queensland Government branded the state’s creative
industries and took them to the world stage. In fact, it’s only
one of a handful of examples worldwide where government
is actively seeking out international exposure and export
opportunities.

It has been an exciting two years since, with
international media and design critics applauding
our architectural talent. Thanks to many forward-
thinking overseas clients who are excited by the fresh,
environmentally sensitive aesthetic of Queensland design,
our architectural exports have increased significantly,
exceeding all expectations.

Queensland architecture isn’t about a distinct look or
feel —it’s about a way of enhancing liveability, whether you're
working, playing or learning.

I hope you enjoy sharing the next stage of HEAT — as
our architects apply the same sense of freedom, space and
strong connectedness to place they’'ve become famous for
to larger-scale, more complex projects.

f
Anna Bligh MP
Premier of Queenstand
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London Olympics Athlete’s Village (2012 projected), London
Architect: BVN Architecture and Patel Taylor
Image courtesy of ODA London and BVN Architecture & Patel Taylor

Opposite

Helix Bridge (2010), Singapore
Architect: Cox Rayner Architects
Photograph: Christopher Frederick Jones

The Queensland story — ground-breaking, grand, glamorous, green

We're not exporting buildings.
We're exporting an attitude and
a way of responding to place,
people and climate which can be
applied no matter where in the
world you might be.

Jennifer Taylor, Adjunct Professor of Architecture at the
Queensland University of Technology.

Since the launch of the HEAT campaign in 2008,
excitement and recognition has been building within
international architecture circles of Queensland’s design
expertise and stature as a truly global player. This expertise

expresses itself in many ways — whether through large scale,

complex projects, elegant sustainable solutions, adaptive
re-use or a strong responsiveness to place.

The last twelve months has seen the completion
of many innovative and complex projects by Queensland
architects. The Kurilpa Bridge, by Cox Rayner, which spans the
river of Queensland’s capital city, Brisbane, has made history
as the world’s largest tensegrity bridge. Santos Place, a
37 floor office tower by Donovan Hill, is one of Australia’s
largest buildings to receive a coveted 6-star green building
rating (Green Building Council of Australia). The striking
V shaped Sir Llew Edwards building at the University of
Queensland, by Richard Kirk Architect, won Queensland’s top
building award for its excellence in design. Riddel Architecture
has received extensive international acclaim for its design
of the Hill End Ecohouse — the definitive ‘recycled home’ in
Brisbane’s inner city.

These projects, and many others like them, have led
to more clients than ever before turning to Queensland-based
architects for overseas commissions. To name a few: BVN
Architecture is currently designing parts of the London 2012
Olympic Athletes Village and the Venice Football Stadium.
Populous is designing the redevelopment of Eden Park
for the 2011 Rugby World Cup in New Zealand and is also
designing the main stadium for the London 2012 Olympic
games. Cox Rayner has recently completed the world’s first
curved double helix pedestrian bridge in Singapore. Noel
Robinson Architects is designing several multi-residential and
commercial projects in Dubai. And PLACE Design Group has
projects on the go in China, Dubai and Fiji.



Natural born collaborators

Shane Thompson, Brisbane-based Principal of BVN
Architecture, says Queensland architects have earned a
reputation for working collaboratively with local designers
and other professionals. He observes that many projects
around the world have found great benefit in partnering with
Queensland firms on joint projects. “We are great listeners
and are able to synthesise any concerns into a cohesive
concept,” he says. “We’re prepared to work hard and fast.
We get things done. Having said all of that — we’re not prima
donnas. We see obstacles as challenges, we’re solutions-
focused and we have a very ‘get on with it" approach. It's very
unusual to have that combination.”

Timothy Hill, Principal of Donovan Hill, agrees that
Queensland architects are sought after for their strong work
ethic. “There’s no room for indulgence, we’re all about the
doing,” he says. “The reason why our buildings are so good is
that we get a lot of practice. You don’t get five years of angst
to make one building — five years means fifteen buildings.
There are no deep evenings in bars speculating about
ornament, it’s not that kind of scene”.

When international critics discuss Queensland
architecture, descriptors like: ‘refreshing’, ‘sensual’,
‘environmentally responsive’, ‘engaging, and ‘adaptable’
pop up again and again. So what is it about Queensland
architecture that makes it so distinctive and seductive?

10

“There’s a confidence in the work being
produced here in Queensland,” says Thompson.
“We have the best educated and most widely
travelled generation of architects Queensland’s
ever seen. The population is booming with
2,000 new residents moving here every week,
many from overseas. | think we're at a period
where the growth in this part of the world, the
maturity of the population, the decentralised
nature of Queensland and a critical mass of
people means there is a big demand for large-

scale projects — particularly in city making.”

Shane Thompson, Brisbane-based Principal of BVN Architecture

Ipswich Courthouse (2010), Ipswich

Architect: Cox Rayner Architects with ABM Architects
Artist: Bruce Reynolds

Photograph: Florian Groehn

Opposite

Ipswich Courthouse (2010), Ipswich

Architect: Cox Rayner Architects with ABM Architects
Photograph: Christopher Frederick Jones
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Iceworks (2008), Brisbane
Architect: bureau”proberts
Photographs: Christopher Frederick Jones

Opposite, left

Stonehawke (2010), Brishane

Architect: Base Architecture

Photographs: Christopher Frederick Jones

Light and landscape

“We come from a culture, a place, which is remote
and not in the mainstream of interchange,” says Jennifer
Taylor, Adjunct Professor of Architecture at the Queensland
University of Technology. “Because of this, we respond
more directly to the landscape and where we are than other
architects do. Our light is unlike any other light in the world
and our architecture is unique because it's working with the
light. It’s a different mentality, and it produces a different type
of architecture.

“Architecture is always conditioned by geography,
time and place,” Professor Taylor continues. “All these
characteristics of Queensland combine to create the unique
architecture being created now. We’'re part of Australia —
the Great Southern Land — which is not only remote, but
mysterious. We have strange animals like kangaroos and
platypuses and unusual trees. This conditions the way our
architecture looks —from our use of materials to the aesthetic
of ‘being’ in the landscape. It’s a matter of being attuned and
drawing upon the essence of the place you're in.”
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Space — inside and out

Professor Taylor says another defining characteristic
of Queensland architecture is the generous handling of space.
“Queensland’s GoMA building (Gallery of Modern Art by
Queensland firm Architectus) is only one of many examples
of the idea of the continuity of space,” she says. “In design,
with the transition of space — inside, outside, the movement
through space and an awareness of space — Queensland
architects have few rivals.”

Thompson observes that Queensland architecture
doesn’t require enormous budgets to deliver an exceptional
outcome. “We’re creating a new type of architecture because
we’re inventive in the way we use materials,” he says. “To be
an architect here you really need to know how to build and
what materials will work in different climates. That’s because
in Queensland — with our subtropical temperatures and high
humidity — if you don’t build well, then the heat, the ultra violet
light and the intense rainfall will punish you and your building
will fall apart.”

A green future

Architecture that’s large-scale, complex, yet remains
future looking and in particular, environmentally sensitive, has
become a hallmark of the new wave of Queensland design.
These attributes are placing Queensland architects in demand
because of their potential to provide material solutions to some
of the pressing problems of the world — rapid urbanisation,
climate change, the need for affordable high density housing
and the creation of healthy communities.

“We are critically aware of the bigger issues we
have to take into consideration — like water restrictions and
transport solutions,” says Ingrid Richards, Principal of Brisbane
architecture firm Richards and Spence. “Cities are something
that build over time. We want to make buildings that are special
enough to warrant being kept, rather than producing self-
conscious work just as a way of keeping ourselves on the map.”
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Queensland Gallery of Modern Art (2006), Brisbane
Architect: Architectus
Photographs: John Gollings

Environmental design is
indigenous to this sub-tropical
state, and today, it is expertly
implemented by hundreds

of its firms. As the practice of
sustainability swells worldwide,
this collective talent increasingly
becomes a go-to resource, ripe

for collaboration.

Debra Pickrel, Architectural journalist and
Principal of Pickrel Communications New York
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Santos Place — cool, sustainable

Santos Place is one example where Queensland
architects Donovan Hill have taken a concept for a 37-floor
high density office space and, with inspired and considered
design, effectively ‘future proofed’ it. The office tower,
which provides approximately 42,000 square metres of
floor area, includes a 1.2 mega watt gas fired Tri-Generation
power system capable of producing heating, cooling and
electricity for the building for 98% of the year. The building
was constructed using significant percentages of recycled
concrete and steel components.

“Any company or investor now looks for the green
credentials of a building,” says the project’s developer, Ross
Nielson, founder and managing director of Nielson Properties.
“We have moved our offices to Santos Place and | can say
that one of the best things about working in the building is its
functionality. The technology is very smart. Lights go on and
off automatically and the blinds go up or down depending
on the position of the sun, which takes the load off the air
conditioning. I know for a fact this environmentally sensitive
design has significantly cut down our energy bills.”

Santos Place (2009), Brishane
Architect: Donovan Hill
Photograph: Shantanu Starick

Opposite

Santos Place (2009), Brishane
Artist: Lincoln Austin

Architect: Donovan Hill
Photograph: Shantanu Starick
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Kurilpa Bridge — world first

Linking Brishane’s CBD across the river to the
city’s Gallery of Modern Art, is the Kurilpa Bridge by Cox
Rayner Architects with Arup. This spectacular structure has
been extensively published worldwide for its innovation.

The bridge’s award winning design was inspired
by the potentials of ‘tensegrity’ — a principle developed
by the renowned American architect Richard Buckminster
Fuller. A play on the words tension and integrity, this
principle balances compression and tension components
to generate an inherently strong structure of visual
lightness and seemingly random configuration. Kurilpa
Bridge is the world’s largest tensegrity bridge, and has
rapidly become a Queensland landmark.

The project is also the world’s largest solar-
powered footbridge with 84 solar panels providing the
energy for a sophisticated LED lighting scheme that can
be programmed to produce an array of different lighting
effects. Surplus power is returned to the main grid,
amounting to savings of around 37.8 tonnes of carbon
emissions each year.

18

Kurilpa Bridge (2009), Brisbane
Architect: Cox Rayner Architects with ARUP
Photographs: Christopher Frederick Jones
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Hill End Ecohouse — reborn with style

Another extraordinary, environmentally sensitive
design feat was recently accomplished by Brisbane-based
firm Riddel Architecture. The Hill End Ecohouse, a private
residence in the inner city suburb of Hill End, used 80% of
the salvaged material from the 1930’s house that originally
occupied its narrow riverfront site.

A painstaking deconstruction process resulted
in just two small rubbish skips of non-reusable materials
being discarded. The remaining recycled materials were
then carefully detailed and incorporated as design features
throughout the new home.

“We were dedicated to creating the greenest home
possible without compromising style,” says Robert Riddel,
Director of Riddel Architecture. “The idea of deconstructing
a previous property to create something new — and fusing
beauty with eco facilities — was really exciting to us.”

Queensland architects are sensitive to the
growing trend of re-inventing and adapting urban spaces
by incorporating parts of the original. Some of the
most striking international contemporary architectural
achievements pay their respects to the history inherent in
the bones of existing structures.

Hill End Ecohouse (2010), Brisbane
Architect: Riddel Architecture
Photographs: Christopher Frederick Jones
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Connecting people

From the smallest projects to the largest, it is the
‘humanist’ philosophy which underpins the design logic of
Queensland architects — a desire to connect human beings
to the buildings they inhabit. Humanist architecture seeks to
create a thoughtful built environment — one which occupants
will thrive in and want to return to. These humanist principles
are being used to break new ground and set original
standards in the design of hospitals, urban redevelopment,
educational facilities and large-scale commercial and
residential buildings.

Small feel, big space

The Queensland Children’s Hospital, scheduled for
completion in Brisbane in 2014, is a prime example of the
intelligent, responsive style local architects are applying to
health care design. A collaborative effort between Queensland
firm Conrad and Gargett and Victorian architectural firm,
Lyons, has led to the creation of a building that won’t have the
feel of a traditional medical facility. The team has adopted a
‘small feel, big space’ rationale. Despite its substantial size,
the hospital interiors always remain scaled to the people
inside them.

Colour and space have been cleverly used to create a
child and family-friendly environment which isn’t institutional
in culture or appearance — yet also provides a stimulating
place of work for staff.

The Children’s Health Services Chief Executive Officer,
Dr Peter Steer, says the design goes beyond aesthetics — it’s
crucial to the health outcomes of patients. “International
evidence suggests that the design of a hospital can contribute
to a healing environment which can aid recovery from illness
and injury,” he says.
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Above

Queensland Children’s Hospital (2014 projected), Brisbane
Architect: Conrad Gargett Lyons

Image courtesy of Conrad Gargett Lyons

Left

Brisbane Supreme Court and District Court (2011 projected), Brisbane
Architect: Architectus and Guymer Bailey Architects

Image courtesy of Architectus/Pogo Digital

Opposite

State Library of Queensland (2006), Brishane
Architect: Donovan Hill

Photograph: Jon Linkins



J.ifiiiia







Queensland architecture is like a breath of fresh air in the global context.

It's something new, something distinctive and something vigorous.

Jennifer Taylor, Adjunct Professor of Architecture at the Queensland University of Technology.

Opposite and above

Former West’s Furniture Showroom (2010), Brisbane
Architect: Riddel Architecture

Photographs: Christopher Frederick Jones

University of Queensland Advanced Engineering Building (2012 projected), Brisbane
Architect: Richard Kirk Architect and Hassell in association
Image courtesy of Richard Kirk Architect and Hassell in association

ABC Queensland Headquarters (2012 projected), Brishane
Architect: Richard Kirk Architect
Image courtesy of Richard Kirk Architect
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A place to learn

This thoughtful approach to place-making also
shines in the design of recent education infrastructure. The
Sir Llew Edwards Building at the University of Queensland,
by Brisbane firm Richard Kirk Architect, has been praised
for improving learning outcomes by encouraging a level of
student-teacher interaction rarely experienced before.

“Itincludes an interactive lecture theatre and a
‘third generation’ collaborative teaching and learning centre

focused on postgraduate students with busy work schedules,”

says University of Queensland Vice-Chancellor, Professor Paul
Greenfield. “Used to full effect, this technology can give a
large class the personalised quality of a small tutorial.”

Big and beautiful

Skilled Park, a 27,400-seat stadium on Queensland’s
Gold Coast, has won international acclaim for the way its
design promotes an environment charged with excitement
while encouraging social connectedness. The award winning
project was conceived by Queensland headquartered global
architectural firm, Populous. Its intimate, wrap-around seating
structure and sculptural grandeur create a dynamic, festive
atmosphere for spectators and players. The stadium also
includes many sustainable features, designed to work with
the Gold Coast’s subtropical climate.
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Affordable design

Just minutes away from Skilled Park is
another recently completed design concept which
has won accolades for its sustainable features. The
Sphere development, designed by BDA Architecture,
is a medium density residential project breathing a
new ‘village’ character into the Southport area of the
Gold Coast.

“Sphere is an exemplar of affordable
Queensland subtropical, medium density living,
which also proves that the ethos of sustainability
and goal of marketability can remain intact
throughout a development project,” says the
Queensland Government Architect, Phillip Follent.
“Unlike many high rise development proposals, this
low rise development weathered the Global Financial
Crisis, achieving a win-win for the developer and
marketplace by providing affordable apartments in
a well scaled and high amenity landscape.”




Sir Llew Edwards Building (2008), Brishane
Richard Kirk Architect and ML Design in association
Photograph: Scott Burrows (Aperture Architectural Photography)

Sir Llew Edwards Building (2008), Brisbane
Richard Kirk Architect and ML Design in association
Photograph: Patrick Bingham Hall

Opposite

Sphere (2008), Southport

Architect: BDA Architecture

Photograph: Scott Burrows (Aperture Architectural Photography)




28



HEAT — Queensland’s positive design attitude

As recognition of Queensland architecture grows,
so does our confidence to break new design frontiers —
combining effortless creativity with world class expertise.

“There is unquestionably a growing interest in
the sustainable work and projects being undertaken by
Queensland practices,” says Paul Finch, Program Director of
the industry’s premier annual international event, the World
Architecture Festival. “The Queensland Government’s HEAT
initiative sets an impressive precedent proving just how

| G : L | much impact government support can have on exporting,
) . il promoting and nurturing home grown talent.”
;'*-,_ = ~ | HEAT will give you a taste of the defining
\ .,::5 -?-q-;.-::"c — . e ::'-:'H = characteristics of this ‘Queensland’ design attitude — a
- " _— i - £

e : - i e : positive fresh approach to sustainability, responsiveness to
; z 4 place and a willingness to collaborate.

International clients are increasingly reaping the
rewards of this successful approach in both small residential
and large-scale, complex projects all over the world.

Skilled Park (2008), Robina
Architect: Populous
Photograph: Scott Burrows (Aperture Architectural Photography)

Opposite

University of Queensland Rural Clinical School (2009), Toowoomba
Architect: Arkhefield

Photograph: Scott Burrows (Aperture Architectural Photography)

29






Queensland’s architects want to do

business with you.

We already collaborate on projects from
Singapore to the Middle East, from the
US to Shanghai and Europe.

We've proven we have the knowledge,

skills, creativity and a ‘can do’ attitude.
And we want to work with you.

For more information, or to discuss
your project, contact the Department of
Employment, Economic Development
and Innovation; or contact

Trade Queensland.

Queensland — open for business

Contact details

Creative Industries Unit

Department of Employment, Economic
Development and Innovation

Tel +617 3224 2463
emily.banks@deedi.qld.gov.au
www.heatarchitecture.com.au

Trade Queensland

Tel +617 3224 4035
tradeinfo@qld.gov.au
www.export.gld.gov.au

HEAT Architecture is published by the Creative
Industries Unit, Department of Employment,
Economic Development and Innovation,
Queensland Government (copyright 2010).

PO Box 15168 City East, Brisbane,

Queensland 4002 Australia.

Written by Katrina Blowers

Director, Creative Industries Unit, Lindy Johnson
HEAT Program Manager, Emily Banks

HEAT Project Officer, Scott Duffield

Design by Designfront

All images in this publication have been used
with the permission of the copyright owners.

Elysium 154 (2009), Brisbane
Architect: BVN Architecture
Photograph: Christopher Frederick Jones

Opposite

53 Albert Street (2008), Brisbane

Artist: Jennifer Marchant

Art Consulting and Fabrication: Urban Art Projects
Photograph: Scott Burrows (Aperture
Architectural Photography)
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